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Veneris 6. Novembris, 1691. 


Ordered, 


HAT the Thanks of this Houſe be given to 
Mr. Fleetwood, for his Sermon preached f8 this 


him therewith. 


Houſe Yeſterday, and that he'be deſired to Print the ſame : 
| And that Mr. Mountague and Mr. Hobby do acquaint 


Paul Jodrell, 


Cler. Dom. Com. 
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SEMINAR) 
Iv you! 


A | 
UPON 
S. Jobn, Ch. xvi. part of the 29 and 34 Vetlcs. 


Yea, the time cometh, that whoſoever killeth you, 
will think that he doth God ſervice; and theſe 
things will they do unto you , becauſe they 
have not known the Father, nor Me. 


HIS day is this Scripture fulfilled in your 
ears ; For either we are met to no! pur- 
poſe, or ( which is worſe) to a very bad 
one, to mock and play with God; or we 
are met to Celebrate with Praiſe and Thankſgiving the 
Deliverance of our Church and Nation, from one of 
the moſt Execrable Attempts, that ever was infpir'd 
into the Heart of Man by onr great Enemy the Devil, 
or brought to light by the good Providence of God ; 
an Attempt of ſuch unnfual Cruelty and Horror, that 
nothing but the diſtance of Time, and a co!d Indiffe- 
rence for things paſt and gone , could let us think 
thereon withour ſuch Indignation and ſuch Fury, as 
were not fitfor Chriſtian 


a 


a = _ 


Hearts to. harbour-; -an At- 


C 2c ] 
rempt, that nothing bur the Engliſh Mercy could have 
forgiven : NoLaws , no Nation but our own, but 
would have purlued the Authors and Abettors of ſuch 
Curſed Principles, with ſuch ſevere Vengeance , as 
would have tully and effectually fecur'd themlelves 
from any Second Fears, or Second Dangers from thar 
ſide ; an Attempt , of which I ſhall lay bur a very 
poor and low thing, when I ſhall have faid, No Age, 
No Hiſtory , no Countrey in the World can parallel 
it. It 1 would raiſe this Attempc as high as Juſtice 
will permit me, and aggravate the thing according to 
the Truth, I mult ſay, it was ſuch an Attemapr, as the 
Jeſuits themlelves are aſhamed of, and begin, chough 
{omewhar faintly, to extenuate and deny ; and then I 
neicher can, nor need to ſay more : For it thoſe men, 
whom God, for the Sins of Mankind , hath permitted 
to compals the World, to overturn Kingdoms , to di- 
{turb the Peace and Society of Men, to deſtroy Mora- 
lity, to corrupt and ſtifie Chriſtianity ; ro ſertle wick- 
ednels by Principles, and eſtabliſh Sin by a Law ; if 
luch I ſay, once come to extenuate or deny.an At- 
'rempr, inlpired by men of their own Order ( and one 
of them ar leaſt Beatified ) and to have been acted by 
their owa Diſciples, there mult needs be fo much Hell 
and Horror in the compoſition of the fact , that no 
good Man can well exprels it or;concetve it : and yet, 
co come to my Text , It was done by men , that thought 

they thereby did God ſervice. | 
Our Lord being about to leave this World,and to go 
unto the Father, thought good to prepare: his Diſciples 
cor that {ad parting, by, telling them beforehand what 
| ks | he 
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he himſelf muſt ſhortly undergo , by the Rage and 
Fury of the wicked Prieſts and Governors, with the 
Neceflicy and Benefits of thoſe Sufferings ; and after- 
wards what they themſelves muſt look for , if they 
would take up his Croſs, and be his Diſciples. Re- 
member the word that I have ſaid unto. you , the Servant is 
not greater than his Lord , if they have perſecuted Me, they 
will alſo perſecute Jou : and afterwards ſums up the 
whole, in thele words, they ſhall put you out of the Sy- 
nagogue, that is, they thall excommuaicate you ; yea, 
the time cometh, that whoſoever killeth you , will think be 
doth God ſervice, To WEAYAL cuorGes C ® VE xptnyy, faich 
S. Chry/ſoſtom on the place , a mighty religious matter, 
and a thing that will pleaſe God : An Expiatory Offering 
as the Original may import, and a Sacrifice that will 
atone for Sins : And theſe things they will do unto you, be- 
cauſe they have not known the Father nor me. So that we 
ſee our Saviour aſſigns the Fewiſh ignorance of God and 
of himſelf , ro be the Cauſe and Reaſon of all the 
Evils and Barbaricies himſelf and his Diſciples were 
ro meet withal : Theſe things will they do unto you, 
becauſe they know not the Father, nor Me. 

To Know, or not to know, the Father, and Chriſt is taken 
in a great many different Senſes in the Holy Scriptures, 
ro0 many , and of too little ule, ar preſeac, to re- 
count : "Fhole only that are pertinent to the deſign in 
hand, and our Saviour's words,mult be ſuch Senſes and 
Acceptations , as would influence the Jews, to the 
Cruelies and Perfecutions fore-rold in this place. The 
Fews could not be ſaid, not to know God , in (uch a lenſe 
as to deny his Being ; for never People knew. him 
better, 
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better, never was God o preſent to a Nation, as to 
theirs ; The Lord thy God hath choſen thee ( ſaith Moſes in 
Dent. 7. 6.) to be a ſpecial people to himſelf, above all 
people that are upon the face of the Earth, there was ſuch 
trequent and familiar commerce betwixt God and 
them, by Voices , Viſions , by Angels and inſpir'd 
Prophets, and by other ways, that 'twould be the im- 
propereſt way of ſpeaking in the World, to fay of the 
Jews, they knew not God, with reſpect to his Eflence, 
or their acknowledging a Deity : Nor could it be laid, 
with any colour of Truth, in our Saviour's time, that 
the Jews knew not God, in the ſenſe it is ofrenuſed in 
Scripture , to reproach the World with forlaking the 
only True God, and lerving other Gods : for the Fews 
were never freer from Idolatry , than in our Saviour's 
days; nay, and had been for many years before ; and 
that good humour has continued fince for almoſt Se- 
venteen Hundred Years ; and amidſt all their great 
Impieties, their wide and wondertul Dilperſtons, and 
their deplorable Calamiries, they have {till retain'd the 
Worſhip of One and the True God , with greater 
Simplicity , than abundance of the Chriſtian World 
tor many Ages, to its great ſhame. Not to know God, 
therefore in this place, mult in all reaſon lignifie, not 
lo to know him, as to conceive right Notions of him, 
or form a Judgment, ſuitable to the excellent extenſive 
Goodneſs of the Divine Nature; and not to know the 
Father, is, not to attend to, or comprehend ſufficient- 
ly the Diſpenſation and Oeconomy of God the Father, 
n faving them and all Mankind, by ſending his Son 
Chrilt Jetus into the World; and not to know the Son, 
| Is, 
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is; not to receive and--believe on him that was thes 
ſent, for their deliverance Theſe Heads I ſhall inſiſt on: 
in the firſt place ; and in the ſecond, try to ſhew, how 
ſuch Barbarities and cruel Uſages as are here fore-told 
may proceed from the aforeſaid Heads; and laſtly, ap- 
ply my felt to the buſineſs of the Day. | þ 
\ Firſt then, the Jews may propetly be ſaid, not to 
know God, as not conceiving aright of his extenſive 
Goodnels towards all the World. They were . cer- 
tainly a People of the moſt grols capacity, moſt :ſen- 
ſual apprehenſion, fleſhieſt heart, -anid Hlowelt-under- 
ſtanding in the World ; and God. in complyance -to 
this Stupid temper , dealt with them accordingly, 
wrought Miracles continually amongſt them) - and 
gave them almoſt, every day -fome ſenſible roken on 
other of his fayourable preſence ; and if he ſlackned 
but his Arm never ſo. little -a while; he -was fain to be 
at the expence of ſome new Miracle , or ſome. great 
Judgment, even to. convince them of his Goodnels,;.qr 
his Power again. -The whole '784 P/aln,,.. whidh 
is an Epitomie of their Hiſtory, may confirm the truth 
of what I have ſaid. MNow God by this material, as 
it were, and {enſible familar way;of;treating and con- 
verling wich. them,- came to bethought,;in rime,: their 
Local God, 'their \proper and peculiar Deity, ,, and was 
called and; accounted by, thenalel ves; as, well as by che 
Nations-round then, the-Ged of the Jews:z.. the God 'of 
Abraham, :and Their God,jin aJiundred places, and-Qur 
God, in'as:mmany2ior more; tht, only, in;corifradiftin- 
ction, to theGods;ofrthe Heathen; jor-that/he favour 

red then: infinitely-above all the Nations of che-Earhz 
Fe _ : B beſides : 
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beſides : For che firſt was very reaſonable, and the (e- 
_ cond very true , but by way of excluſion to all the 
World befides, and as thouph he had no care of, or 
rd to any other patt of Mankind, and only exer- 
c&s'd his Vengeance 0n their Enemies, now atid then, 
as he or they ſaw fit, Now this was a Narrow 
Notion of God's Providence, aid far unworthy the 
Immenſe Benignity of the Divine Nature, which loves 
atid governs all the World, though not, ( we think) 
with equal, yet witli great Care and Teriderneſs, and 
Wiſdom} groninncy his favours, not to peoples me- 
rits, but theif neceſſities, and to his own metcies. Now 
tho this Jewiſh Selfiſhnefs and Humor of appropriating 
God's Goodneſs to theriſelves, tnay ſeern of it if to 
be of little Confequetice or Moment, yet I believe-it 
will appar, that the fruits of it , "Were not only the 
being obſtinate and' proud themſelves , bur the ſcorn- 
ing, ard the hating all mankind beſides : for fo light 
ahd uthiballaſted is the mind of man, that even a guft 
of favour from ah Earthly Prince , drives him away 
and tofſes him he knows not whither, and rakes him 
proud ahd infuppottable, and ſets him on defpiſing, 
afid, it tniay be, trampling on the World abouc him : 
and 'though the reaſon be not the ſame, yet the ef- 
feats afe mitch alike in che aſe of 'God's favours : 
The Inf6lenve of Spiritual pride is extravagant and in- 
ſufferable, and'ah overweening conceit of being ex- 
tremely high in God's love and favour, and one of 
his pecaliar Saints and Creates , is the moſt datge- 
rows Rock 4'/Soul :can dath apaifſt-; and has oft- 
times prov'd mote facral, than fome downtight Vice, 
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it is the Parent of intollerable Arrogance, ſtand by 
thy ſelf, come not near to me for 1 am bolier than thou, 
1. Ixv. 5. It is the Mother of Scorn and ill Nature 
God I thank thee that 1 am not as other men are, extor- 
tioners, unjuſt, adulterers or even as this publican, Luke 
xViii. 11. and the paſſage from this Spirit of Pride and 
Contempt, to that of Hatred and Violence is ſhort 
and caſte, the Line that divides them almoſt imper- 
ceptible. 

Again, God had prohibited their Commerce in a 
great degree, with any of the Nations round, which 
they obeying Þecame, in ſome time, churlih, illna- 
cured and untractable, (for nothing poliſhes and evens 
ſo the roughneſs of Mens moroſe Tempers, as Tra- 
ficking and Converſation} and not attending or obſcr- 
ving, that the reaſon of Gods prohibicion was from 
the proneneſs of their Hearts to [dolatry, and falling 
ſo eaſily into the Worſhip of the People they Con- 
vers'd withal, they thought ic was only becauſe 
thoſe Gentiles were Profane, hated of God; and an 
Abominacion .in his fight, which though ic were 
true of all their evil Practices, and finful Cu- 
ſtoms, yet it was by no means true of their Per- 
ſons ; but of all things in the World jI] Nature is the 
worlt diſtinguiſher , it will not ſeparate fin from 
ſinners, nor abſtra&t the perſon from his faults ; God 
has declared his hatred and abhorrence of a great ma- 
ny particular Crimes, and is Wiſe, and Juſt, and Mer- 
citul enough to love and pity an Offender, even 
whilſt he hates and puniſhes the Offence : | but impo- 
tent malicious Man, can do nothing of all this, yer 
FED B 2 thinks 
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thinks himſelf oblig'd to hate and perſecute to death; 
thoſe whoſe Offences God: declares againſt-: -but ſure 
the reaſon is as weak as the Malice1s ſtrong, - For what 
if God ſhould hate a Man, how does it follow I muſt 
hare him roo, unlels commanded ?-Ir is true God is 
the beſt example can follow, bur his Judgments are 
unfearchable and [his ways paſt finding 'out, and: he 
has always Reaſons, bur yer 'not always ſuch as may 
iaſtifie my imitation. Burt as unreaſonable, and un« 
due a Conſequence as this appears, yet'tis a very calle 
and a very frequent {lip; andall Men think they have . 
a right, as.'well as the Jews; to- ſay- with David,” Ds 
not 1 hate them that" riſe up againſt thee, yea 'I hate them 
right ſore, as though they were. mine enemies.'-\ Which 
though itbe reaſonable .and neceſlary -to- apply ro the 
wickedneſsandevil-ptattices of Men dithonouring and 
defaming God and:ihis Worſhip,” yet the Complement 
would go too tar,” from Civility -ro God, to: cruelty 
and hatred: of our Neighbour. - Farther, as God con- 
tinually was -pouring down” his: Benefirs 'and Favours 
on-the Jews whilſt they continuedfirm iand-conftant in 
his Service: ſo he purſued their light Apoſtacies, their 
Startings and Revolts, with Puniſhments as cloſe -and 
conſtant : and the Nature of Man which is-much:more 
Querulous than-Gratetul;- more ſenſible of one - Evil 
than of an hundred Benefits, and always prone to con- 
clude on-the 'worle {1de, prompred'the Fews to look 
on God, as on an angry and vindictive being,. and one 
'that ſeemed delighted in Juſtice, rather than Forgiving; 
and ſeeing he Tequired:Obedience-with ſuch exadtnels, 
and punith'd their Offences with ſuch rigor, they eaſily 

| C97 27 OI imagined 
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imagined they muſt be as Zealous in his Service, and | 
as Jealous of his Honor, as poſſibly they conld, and | 
conſequently muſt revenge all ſuch Aﬀronts and Indig- / 
nities done to his mighty Name and holy Majeſty, with 
all ſeverity; and though this may be good to a very 
great degree, yet there is danger it may pals into an ill 
extreame, and ignorant and. impotent Man knows no 
Mean, but finding that to be in ſome meaſure his Du- 
ty, which is partly his natural inclination, he runs with 
all his might, and never thinks of ſtopping, and that's 
the Reaſon that a great deal of Zeal- degenerates 
very eaſily. into Anger and Cruelty ; 'tis oily adding 
Fuel to a little and a gentle Flame kindled before, ſuch 
as1is Zeal, and twill in time, a little time, become a 
ſpreading and conſuming Fire. 
4 am very-ſenſtble that theſe productions and effects, 
may-ſeem at firſt, too mighty for the caules aſſigned, 
but to one that well and throughly conſiders humane 
Nature, with all its Folly, Malice and ImperfeRion, 
1 am afraid they will appear too adequate and jult. A 
lice Spring ſends our a mighty Stream, and a {mall 
Seed grows up into a tall and ſhady Cedar., ' A mean, 
and at firſt, unheeded Principle, becomes in time the 
bottom and foundation of a marvellous Superſtrutture, 
and bringsforth Fruits and Conlequencesnorcallly fore- 
ſeen at firit; nor eaſily prevented or avoided afterwards. 
Let any Man but call ro mind, Whata litcle marrer it 
was at firſt, that biafſed himto incline to ſuch a Cauſe 
or Party, and how: that inclination, : carried -him 'to 
withing well, and-thac to Aﬀection, and AﬀeCtion to | 
Siding with” it, and that -to Zeal, and- Zeal-to- the 
promoting 
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promoting and advancing it, and that to oppoſing all 
14119 hd and =. rok to AT gy = 
to Ill Will, and Il Will ro Miſchief, and that to Hatred, 
and thence to Violence and Outrage, and Cruelty, and 
Perſecution. Let a Man, I ſay, but trace his own 
Heart at ſuch a rate as this, and he will find a little in- 
canſfiderable Caule, ſufficient ro produce the moſt a- 
ſRoniſhing Effects. And of all Cauſes, none ſo fruir- 
ful and productive as thoſe that border on Religion, 
and call in God into their Intereſts and Party ; no mi- 
Rakes (o faral and ſo deſperate in their Conlequences, 
as thoſe that. are built; on milapplied Scripture, falle 
Conceptions of Gods Nature, with unworthy and 
diſhonourable thoughts of any of his Attribures. For 
as I intimated before Man thinks himſelf naturally 0- 
bliged (and is undoubtedly fo, where he can with Rea- 
{on)to imitate and draw as near to his God as poſlibly 
he may : and therefore will, as near as can be, con- 
form his inward and his outward behaviour, to the 
Notions and Conceptions he has of Gods Nature. 
Some Barbarous Gentiles of old, conceived God to 
be an angry Sanguinary Being, and the Conſequence 
was, they were inhumane in their Manners, and Wor- 
ſhip'd bim with horrid Rites, and humane Sacrifices: 
and. others Gentle and berugn, becaule they thought 
their Deity 'was Merciful and Good. And therefore 
tis of mighty uſe and benefir in all reſpects, that Men 
ſhould be caught ro conceive nothing of God, but 
what is Juſt and Honourable, Merciful and Good. 
And he may very properly be ſaid not to know God, 
thar conceives any hard unworthy thing of him. 

| Secondly, 
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Secondly, The Jews are ſaid Not to know the Fa- 
ther, becauſe they did, or rather would, not know 
and underſtand the Diſpenſation and Oeconomy of 
God the Father, deſigning to ſave the World by ſend- 
ing his Son Chriſt Jelus into ir, they were ſo ſtrongly 
perſuaded that their Law was to laft for ever, that 
chey could not entertain ſo much as a thought of 
ics Aboliſhment. The Paſſover was to be kept a feaſt 
to the Lord throughout their generations. ou ſhall obſerve 
this thing ſaith Moſes, for an Ordinance to thee and to thy 
Sons for ever. Exod. xii. 13. 17. and 24. verſes, and 
chap. xix. 9. and fo for the offering of a ſweer favour; 
One Ordinance ſhall be both for you -{ the Congregation, 
and alſo ' for the ſtranger that ſojourneth with you, an Or- 
dinance for ever in your generations. Numb. xv. 15. The 
ſame of the heave Offring by an Ordinance for ever. 
Numb. xviii. 8. And fo for the continuance of che 
Prieſthood in the Houſe of Levy. The Lord thy God 
hath choſen him ont of all thy tribes, to ſtand to miniſter in 
the name of the Lord, him and his ſons for ever. Deut, 
xViii. v. And of the Temple, 1have hallowed this houſe 
which thou haſt built, to put my name there for ever, and 
mine eyes and my heart ſhall be there perpetually ſaith God 
himſelf co Selomon. 1Kings ix. 3. 2 Chron,vi.6,7.and 16. 
with abundance of other places, that they thought 
promiſed an eternity to their Conſtitution. And be- 
mg of a groſs Underſtanding, and taking all things 
literally, they could never be brought to think of 
parting with their Legal Diſpenſation. Their Fathers 
had received it from God himſelf who engraved their 
Tables with his own Hands, at firſt, and afterwards 


had DiCtated to Moſes, and.delivered his Commands, 
and Executed | his Decrees by the frequent- Miniſtry of 
Angels,and this mult needs enhance the price and value 
of 6s Law. Moreover, they had beforetheir Eyes ſo 
many noble inſtances, ſo many great and extraordinary 
examples of Patriarchs, and Prophets, Kings and va- 
liant Heroes, that had been born and bred up in this 
Way, and pleaſed God, and were his Favourites, and 
the Sons of, his Grace, by walking ſteadily therein, that 
'twas not eaſie_to imagine ſuch a Law, could now- at 
laſt diſpleaſe him ſo as ro renounce and to abrogare it : 
and beſides, themſelves had ſucked its Precepts with 
their Mothers Milk, had been initiated into its Rites 
with pain and blood, and therefore could not lightly 
give it oyer,and the Law and the Prophers were full of 
cautions and ſevere threatnings, againſt ſuch as:ſhould 
violate it themſelves, or attempt to perſuade others, 
and all this will naturally beger in Men a very ſtrong 
renacity of Opinions, and an. obſtinate Reſolution to 
mantain them, againſt -all Oppoſers.: And. three or 
four Conſequences of rough unruly | Nature: will, 
without great care, and the Grace of God, bring 
them to a revengeful and exterminating Temper, 
Had not. our Saviour done ſuch mighty Warks-;4- 
moneſt them as never _bad been done-by Moſes of E- 
lias, or any other ' of the. Prophets, and ſuchas could 
be wrought by no mortal Power, bur carried with 
them evident tokens of an Almighty Hand, aud: 
fulfilled their Prophecies ſo. exactly., .;.che: Jems chad 
been not only excufeable , bur highly; commeng- 
able in rejecting him, But chis is nor-,ar preſene 
| one ſo 


(44) 
ſo much my buſinels, as it is to ſhew,that even honeſt 
and zealous Men that did not believe the Do@rmes 
of our Lord, might, as St. Paul himſelf did, dege- 
nerate into Hatred, Cruelty, and Perſecution, both 
of Him and his Diſciples: not to extenuate their 
Guilt, ſo much as ro ſhew the Force and Power 
of Human Nature, byaſted by ſuch natural and 
accidental Prejudices, And as to the Chief Prieſts 
and Rulers, to whom our Lord immediate- 
ly refers, as to their not knowing the Son, and 
therefore perſecuting him to death and all his Fol- 

towers ; the Account is this : -They were now in full 
and peaceable Poſleſſion of a Religion made up of 
glorious Out- {1des, and external Shews, pompous S4- 
crifice, and pliccering Ceremonies, with 'which the 
trifling World is raviſh d and ſurpriz” d, theHearrs of 
the Worſhippers exalted with wain Pride, and the Be- 
holders dazled and amaz'd. And kieks was Jeſus, 

and they knew not who, came to diſturb them in 
their way of Worſhip, preaching up grave and fe 
rious Marters, talking of w aderfal; 'nnheard- of 
and unpratis'd Moral: s, diſcourfing of Judgmenr, 
Righteouſneſs, of Faith and Charity, and other weioh- 

ty Doctrines and Commands, together with an un- 
avoidable niecefirty of Repentance fr om deatWorks. 
And-this wasa milthty Change and grievous to Fleſh 
and Blood. ''To give up 'Shews and Ceremonies, 

of which Nature 1s very fond, for the Simplicity 
and Plainnels of ferving God in Spirit and in T'ruch, 

with which' Men are ſoon tired , to exchange fotire 


caſte Corporal Geſtures, and Artificial Morions, tor 


(14) 
the ſober Exerciſes of the Mind by Prayer and Con 
remplation, and the painfulneſs of cloſe Attention : 
Togive up the eaſie Commurarion and Attonements 
of Sirs and Treſpaſſes, by the Lives and Sacrifice of 
bruce Beaſts, for the bitter Sorrows of Repentance, 
and the moſt ſolid and expenſive Sacrifice of Prayers, 
and Tears, and Satisfaction, ſeerned to the Scribes and 
Phariſees, and Sadduces and Prieſts, a very hard Ex- 
change, and an intolerable Bargain : and therefore 
"tis no wonder that Men ſo ſenſuaily affe&ed and 
tied to the things of this World, {hould oppoſe 
themſelves with ſo much Might and Vigour to the 
Preachers of tuch Mortifying Spiritual DoCtrines: 
And that rather than be diſturbed in their Pur- 
{uits, than loſe what they liked and loved , and 
accept of what they could not endure to think 
on, they ſhould conlpire the death of our Lord 
the Author, and his Diſciples the Promoters of them. 
Again, theſe Prieſts, theſe Scribes and Doctors of 
the Law, had corrupted the Jewiſh Religion to a 
prodigious height : they had darkned all the Prophe- 
cics of the Meſſiah's coming in fuch. meek and lowly 
manner as he came : the Sadduces, a mighty and 
prevailing Sect, denied the Reſurrection of the Dead, 
the Exiſtence of Angels and Spirits , and yet were 

ood Jews ſtill, and ſome of them came to be High 
Prieſts; and all of them by their vain and wicked 
Traditions, ungracious Comments, and ungodly 
Glofles, had had almoſt killed Morality at the Root. 
And our Saviour boldly reprehending this ungodly 

Practice, and laying open before all the People their 
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(15) 
enormous Villanies herein, ſo ſtirred their Indignati- 
on, that they reſolved upon his Death. The Re- 
putation of Sincerity and Honelty is a tender Point, 
and like the Eye, will noc endure the leaſt touch : 
Tell a Man he's Vicious, and he'll laugh ; ſay he's 
a Sor, and Lewd, and an unkind Relation, and he'll 
forget it quickly; bur tell him he's a Villain and a 
Knave, a Cheat and Impoſtor, and you fill his 
Heart with Rage and Rancour, and treaſure up 
Wrath againſt an Opportunity to deſtroy your ſelf. 
Whar ? cell the High Prieſt, the infallible High Prieſt; 
the prophecying High Prieſt, the Succeſſor of Aaron 
and of Mo/es too at this time, the Man to whom 
were committed the Oracles of God, tell him, that 
in Catbedra, with his Conclave, nay with his Sanhe- 
drim, that he had grolfly erred in interpreting Scrip- 
rures, in darkning Prophecies, in corrupting Mora- 
licy, and cheating the People, is not to rempt a 
Danger art a diſtance, bur boldly enter on Deſtru- 
ion, when you have to deal with Men that nei- 
ther will, nor think they can amend. Laſtly, Theſe 
Men were in preſent Poſſeſſion of the higheſt Ho- 
nours, and Places, ('tis no doubt) of intereſt and 
advantage. And our Saviour's Doctrine ſeeming 
to overthrow their whole Oeconomy, and-put an 
end to all the Ceremonious part of Moſes his Law, 
and all the Civil Power as much as depended there- 
on, it 1s not to be wondred ar if they grew jealous 
and afraid of the rooting and ſpreading of Chriſt's 
Doctrine, and took rhe molt effe&tual Means, in 
human Policy, to rid themſelves of the threatning 
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(16) 
Danger, by putting him to death : For as natural- 
ly as Men abhor from ſhedding of Blood, ſo, or 
more naturally do they love their Honours and their 
Intereſt ; and if theſe cannot be ſecured wichour that, 
they ſeldom or never ſtick or tartle art ir. 

' And now having ſhewn, as the time would ler me, 
in what {ences theFews might be ſaid not tohave known 
Gad, not to have known the Father nor the Son, and 
how thoſe kinds of Ignorance came to produce ſuch 
barbarous Fruits, and bloody uſage of our Saviour 
and his Followers, and done what right I could to the 
Text. I am come inthe Third and laſt place to apply 
it co the Buſineſs of this Day. Bur oh! how far 
from the deſign of Chriſt in {peaking thele Words, 
fromthe Intention of the bleſſed Spirit dictating, and 
fromthe charitable Saints that Ik them to us in his 
Goſpel. Whoin the World that | hath ever heard 
or read the Conflicts, Torments , painful Agonies, 
and Deaths of all the Apoſtles bur Sr. John, would 
not have hoped the Prophecy m my Text had re- 
ceived its full and laft Completion in their Martyr- 
doms 2? Bur who at leaft would not have hoped 300 
Years had been ſufficient time, and that the Jews 
and Gentiles only ſhould have been its barbarous Exe- 
cutioners and Fulfillers? Had not/our Saviour been all- 
knowing God himelf, one would have ventured to 
fay he could not poſſibly foreſee that Chriftians ſhould 
in tract of time become rhe moſt exact and literal 
Accompliſhers of this his Prophecy thar-ever ſhould 
be in the World, and that ro none bur Chrſtians ? 
The time cometh that whoſoever klleth you. will think he 
| doth 


th. 
doth God Service ; and this will they do becauſe they have 
not known the Father nor me ; That's the Text: What 
an ablurd Comment would this be —The time cometh 
when my Religion ſhall prevail over the Jews and Gen- 
tiles Rage and Perſecution, and moſt of the World ſhall 
have given their Names to me, and become Chriſtians, then 
whoſoever killeth you Chriſtians, will think he doth God 
and me his Chriſt Seryice ; and this will they do, be- 
cauſe they, and they alone are infallibly certain they know 
the Father and me, and are reſoly'd that no Body ſhall 
dare to know the Father and me, m- any other way, or mode, 
or form of ſpeaking but their own, And yer as abſurd 
as this Comment ſeems, and truly is, yer it is juft in 
every Syllable ; for 'tis riot I that made it, bur the 
practice of che Chriſtian World for {onte hundreds 
of Years paſt, and the preſent Age hathtefiried upon 
the abſurdity in great meaſure, and writ'the wicked 
Nonlence in Characters fo large, that he that runs 
may read. Who was it butchered moſt inhuman- 
ly the Albigenſes, and the Poor "of Lyons, with ſuch 
Barbarity, that tho the Relations TOIN from Monks, 
et they would move a Heart of Fone ® who was it 
rotally extingurſhed Proteſtantiſh? ih all Moravia, Sile- 
fia, and Bohemia * Who was it barþaroufly giſperted 
irs Flocks, and more 'tharr Barbaronſly uſed its Mi- 
niſters, and laid its Temples wilte' and defolace in 
Hunzary? Who was it maffacred the Fugonots in 
France in 1572. and have taken effcctual care of la- 
ter:days, that wefſhall never more reproach their Cru- 
eky by kaving there no more to maſlacre > Who 
were the "Kindlers of thoſe fierce devouring Flames 
in 


(108 ) 
in Our Queen Mary's days, that conſumed ſo man 

living human Sacrifices, and who were Author's of 
the biſh Maſſacre ? Chriſtians | What were the Wret- 
 ches that were treated thus but Chriſtians? And where. 
fore, but that they thought they did God Service 
in ſo uſing them? 1t we ſhould yet procced co enquire 
upon what Grounds and Reaſons Chriſtians go when 
chey purſue cach other to death, and find it is,becaule 
ſome know the Father and the Son in one, and o- 
thersin another way ; and the Stronger will impoſe 
his way of knowing on the Weaker, or elſe he ſhall 
not know at all ; a conſidering Man muſt ſtand ama- 
zed, and have a very mean Opinion both of Human 
Reaſon and the Chriſtian Inttitution : And yer the 
Caſe is neither better nor worſe than ſo. One knows 
the Father and the Sonin Pomp and Ceremonious 
Oftentation of External Worſhip ; and another in 
Plainneſs and Simplicity : One ſerves him by the 
means of Images and gorgeous Repreſentations ; 
another Worſhips him in Spirit and in Truth : One 
rakes his neceſlary Doctrins trom Tradition's Mouth; 
another from the Oracles of God alone : One forms 
his Notions of a Church, from what his Fancy tells 
him were convenient it ſhould be ; another takes ir 
as he plamly finds it, and is content with the Wiſdom 
of God, which often ſeems but Fooliſhneſs, to Man: 
One intereſles Saints and Angels in his behalf to God 
the Father, together with the Mediation of the Son ; a- 
nother thinks that God the Son is ſufficient of himſelf, 
being as powerful as willing to ſave to the utmoſt all 
that call upon him ; one will have all the Sacrament 
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(19) 
in both kinds, as it is certain Chriſt diſtributed it, and 
his Diſciples, and the Church after them for many 
Ages: Another gives bur half, bur ſays it is the 
whole to all Intents and Purpoſes, arguing with ſub- 
tilty and much diſtinction in a matter wholly of Inſti- 
ution and Revelation. One takes that Sacrament,and 
believes it is a Myltery, and certainly made what 
our Lord defign'd, and what the Words effect with 
Prayer : Another takes it, and believes that God hath 
made himſelf, which yer deſtroys the very Notion 
and Nature of a God, by confounding the createlt 


: S) 
Proof we have of fuch a Being, as neither had nor 


can have a beginning : And that when he is thus 
made anew, Man takes him in his Mouth, and 
ſwallows down into his Stomach the Son of Man, of 
Thirty three Years of Age, and the Eternal Son of 
God, by whom he made, by whom he redeemed 
the World, with abundance of other plain diftinct 
Doftrines as any in the World ; yet calls it, after 
that, a Myſtery. And what's the event of all this 
contrariety ? Why, that they who: know- the Father 
and the Son one way , {ſhould nor endure that any 
one ſhould know chem in another way, and live. 
'Tis in vain to tell them, that you guide your felf- 
by the Light of Nature, and make the beſt uſe you 
can of your Reaſon, and call in the Aids of Learn- 
ing and an honeſt Mind, and ſubmit to whatever 
appears to be plainly revealed : This will not do; 
you muſt believe, or diflemble, or die ; it you have 
not Faith or Knavery, you muſt have Patience and 
Courage, to attend. to the laſt Reaſons of Fire, and 
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Sword, and Halters. Sure 'tis impoſſible chat Chriſt 
our gracious, merciful, adorable Redeemer, ſhould 
leave the Boſome of the Father, where he Reigned 
in everlaſting Love and Unity, to come and yi 
the Seeds of Strife and Diſcord upon Earth! That 
he {hould rake upon him Humane Nature, to deveſt 
it for ever after of the Bowels of Compaſſion! Thag 
he ſhould deſcend to inſtru the World in new-un- 
heard-of Leſſons of Barbari:y! That he ſhould de- 
ſign to abrogate the Sacrifice of Beaſts, and ſpare 
their Liv es, to ſubſtitute the Lives of Men, and ſa- 
riate his Intenſed Father, with the horrid — of 
Humane Blood, and Jet his own be ſhed, to teach 
1s how to pour out one another's on the Gronad like = 
Water | He ſhould not: have been born of ſuch a 
(weet and gente Maid; nor\\uckd the Breafts of 
any humane Female ; he tound'the World in berter 
Order, and rul'd by milder Principles: And if thele 
things be fo, he will oive us leave, as there is rea- 
ſon, ro ſay with relpect rothe: Concerns of this Life, 
good had it been for Men he trever hadibeen born. 
Bur God forbid things ſhould be {& Heaven 1s not : 
farther diſtate? form the I6weſt Hell, the Puriry of *: 
G O D- Himlelt from - the Pollutions of the vileſt , 
Sitter , than bloody Principles and' Practices ate 
from Chriſt's Religioa. - Of all the Conftitations 
and religious Ditpenſations, and Oecconornies, that 
ever were contrived by Men, or revealed by God; 
there is- none fo tatte able: to ſupport che” deadly 
weight-of Inumanity;as the Chriſtian! is. The very In 

carnation of ofr/ Saviour preaches tp Love and Good. 


(21) 
nels, in the loudeſt tone, and moſt affteRting and 
ſurpfzing manner in the World. "The Angels ſang 
not only Glory be to God on high, but Peace on Earth, 
and Good will towards Men; and that not only in 
reſpet of God, bur of one another. Never 
was Life more full of Sweetneſs and Humanity ! His 
Doctrine was all Peace, and his Practice one conti- 
nued Act of going about, and dving Good Love 
was his old, his new, his firſt, his riddle, and his 
laſt Command ; Love was his living Exerciſe, and 
Love his dying Legacy. lr was the Badge and:Cog- 
nizance of thoſe that truly followed him, By this ſhall 
all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye love one ano- 
ther. And tobeſure he did nor mean Men ſhould 
diſtinguiſh ſo exactly as they do, the Love of their 
Neighbours Souls, from that of their Bodies. Ir 
had been wretched rrifling, and unworthy of our 
Lord, or any good Man, to have lo frequently 

reſled the Duty of loving one another, it he inten- 
ded only loving of their Souls. By this fhail all Men 
know that ye are my. Diſciples , if you love one another's 
Souls, though ye torment their Bodies days and 
years, by Tortures, Racks, and Engines, by burn- 
ing, ſtrangling, -blowing up, or any other exquiſite 
ingenious way of murchering them : "This, 1 ſay, 
had been unfic for Chrilt, or any good and ſober 
Perſon to intend ; and only worthy of the villainous 
Subrtilty and render Nicety of the Fathers of the In- 
uifition, who whilſt the Eye-balls of the Sufferers in 
that {anctifted Hell, are rolling in Death, and ftarr- 
ling irom their Orbs, and their Souts expiring amidlt 
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the Torments, ſtand kindly by, and wich wondrous 
Charity beſeech the Executioners, by the tender 
Mercies of God, and by the Bowels of our Lord, 
to take great heed they ſhed not a drop of Chriſtian 
Blood. As if the tender Mercies of our God, and 
the Bowels of our Lord, were not an Adjuration 
ſtrong enough to move Compaſſion for the Body as 
well as the Soul, and for other ways of killing as 
well as ſhedding Blood. No, if the Spirit of Chriſt | 
and his Religion be to be diſcovered in the Goſpel 
and the facred Writings of the Apoſtles, let Men 
pretend never ſo much to know the Father and the 
Son, yet if their Principles and Practices tend 
to Blood 2nd Cruelty, and let them be never ſo 
firmly perſwaded in their Minds that they do God 
Service, we may as certainly conclude they do 
not know the Father nor the Son , as we may there 
are ſuch Perfons in the Godhead. 

If then for the Credit of Nature, for the Honour 
of Humane Reaſon, and for the Truth and Sancticy 
of Chriſts Religion , we mult acquit them of 
all Blood and Barbarilm, where muſt we lay, on 
what muſt we diſcharge the Horrours of this Day ? 
To what muſt we attribute thoſe perpetual Plots and 
dark Contrivances, to trouble the Felicities, and rob 
the Nation of the precious Lite of our immortal 
Maiden Queen ; who, though her Reign were long 
as it was glorious, yet might have almoit 
mark'd and counted. every year, by ſome attempr # 
of ſome ungodly Meflenger from Rome, or Fa&tor © 
for their Partizans ? Ir were endleſs, and uſclefs too, 
ro 
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C38) 
to dwell on the particular Diſturbances, and ſtrong 
Concuſſions, that this Nation in eſpecial fort, hath 
felt from that ambitious, reſtlel(s, and blood-chirſty: 
Party. My delign is rather to repear in- ſhort the 
Grounds from whence they all proceed. 1. The 
Decrees of General Councils. . 2. The Bulls of 
Popes againſt whole Nations, or particular Perſons, 

. The private Doctors Writings and Authority, 
And,. 4. The Encouragement the Attemprers find, 
if they ſucceed, in this World, it they raiſcarry in 
the next. 

Whether the Councils I intend, and that are ſo 
frequently cited for this purpole, do decree the ex- 
tirpation of Herefie, in fo abſolute terms as to lay 
a Neceſſity on Princes and Governours to perform, 
1s a Diſpute I need not engage in; it is enough, and 
een too wuch in Conlcience, if they have left che 
matter in ſuch looſe uncertain terms, that they whoſe 
Intereſt, miſguided Zeal, or ſanguinary Tempers, 
{hall incline them to ſuch Attempts, may find their 
Excule, and take their Sanctuary in thoſe terms. 
The Government of Tins, Tripoly, of Salee, and 
Argiers, are far from making any Laws exprelly to 
command their Subjects , the exerciſe of Piracies 
and Robberies ; yer they are practiſed every day, 
and an honeſt Man would gonear todie, that ſhould 
reproach them with it; and yer no Man can clear 
them of the Injulitices and Violence. And that ſome 
Councils have gone farther than this, is agreed upon 
by all our own Writers, and caken amiſs by a great 
many of our Adverlaries if queſtion'd, and denied 
D 2 with 
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with a very ill Grace by any of them. And if 
Councils, which have obtained amongft them the 
greateſt Veneration, and which, it well and rightly 
menaged, would deſerve, and find it roo from us, 
and all the ſober World beſides, it they ſhall but 
ſeem to countenance, much more command, ſuch 
cruel and unnatural things ; the greater their Aucho- 
ri'y is, the greater will the Milſchiets be, the worſe 


ay | ; : 
the Conſequences ; and who ſhall deliver their Souls 


from them ? 

Secondly, That Popes, to gratife their Spleen, 
Ambition, or Revenge, have, by their Bulls, ex 
cited Princes to exterminate their Subjects, and Sub- 
jects to rebell and riſe againſt their Kivgs; and there: 
by cauſed horrible Devaſtations, inhumane Maſ: 
ſacres, and overflowed the World with Seas of 
Chriſtian Blood, is ſo plain and manifeſt, that 'ris 
2s often confels'd with glorying in the Power, as de- 
nied with abhorrence of the Fat. And 'tis but tur: 
ning to the Chronicles of any Nation in the World, 
ro find the exorbitant Power, and ill-got Credit of 
thele Soveraign H. Prieſts , have been the Cauſes 
of as many Evils, publick and private, as any thing 
in the World belides. 

A thi:zd Occaſion or Ground of theſe Diſturban- 
ces and barbarous Practices, is the Wricings and Au- 
thority of the Doctors in Requeſt. A Profeſſor of 
Lovain wrote a Book of Jate, on purpoſe to prove, 
thar abundantly more had written in defence and 
maintenance of the Depoling Doctrine, than againſt ; 
afraid, one would think, we ſhould be miſtaken, and 


think 
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think ic poſſible for the true Roman Catholicks to be 
good Subjects.Bur chere is anOrder of Men, fo famous 
tor theſe fort of Writings and accurſed Labours, and 
for the Guidance of Men's Conſciences, and conle- 
quently Governing the World, that feem in ſuch 
peculiar manner to have appropriated the Power 
and Principles of Blood and Miſchief to themfelves, 
that 'twere a kind of Treſpaſs and Afﬀront to their 
Vir, their Policy, their Pride, Ambition, their Ma- 
lice, and Revenge, to attribute any of our public 
Evils, to any other primary Caule, and fr{t Original. 
It cannot be that a Prophet periſh out of Jeruſalem, ſaid 
Chriſt : 2 cannot be that any mighty Miſ:hief, any Ma- 
ſter-piece of Wickedneſs, ſhould be done without that Order, 
lays all the Chriftian World. Tcame not to ſend Peace, 
but a Sword, faid our Lord, that is, by accident, and 
fore againſt his Will ; bur theſe Men give us ſuch a 
Scheme of Chriſtjanicy, as makes the Sword feem 
natural, deſign'd, and neceſſary. Be wiſe as Serpents, 
ſaid our Lord, and nmocent as Doves ; but theſe Men 
have rehn'd on Wiſdom, and the Cunning of the 
World, to that degree, that they feem to have un- 
derſtood our Saviour, as exhorting to the imitation 
of the Old Serpenc,, and the Red Dragon, bending 
their Studies wholly to the Confuſion of the World. 
My Kingdom is not of this World, fajd Chriſt. All Kinr- 
* doms of the Earth, lay they, are Chriſts; and m his 
: Name will we tread them under, that riſe up againſt us. 
! Tobelhort, whilſt thele Men's Writings are in 
vogue, and the Confciences of Men commirted to 
their Guidance, the Chriſtian World muſt never 


(26 ) | 
look for Peace ; and if God, in pity to the World, 
prevent not the growth of -cheir -abominabje Do- 
ctrines and Deſigns, when the Son of Man cometh, 
he ſhall neither find Moralicy nor Faith on Earrh. 
The laſt Foundation of our Dangers, and Diſtur- 
bances, that I will mention, 1s the Encouragement 
the boid Attempters meer withal, if they ſucceed, 
in this Lite; if miſcarry, in another. Riches and 
Honours are ſuch powertul Motives and Temprati- 
ons, that ſometimes the reputed Wile and Brave, 
and Generous Souls, are vanquiſh'd by them : Bur 
when they meet with needy and ambirious ones, they 
find them ready and prepared beforehand for the 
Wickedneſs; or if thele are not for the turn, there 
are others of a dark and clouded Soul, eat up with 
deſperate melancholy Thought, and overwhelm- 
ed with Zeal and Sadnets ; which Tempers' moulded 
artificially, by raviſhing deſcriptions of the-Joys of 
Heaven, and work d into. a lively Hope, nay Certain- 
ty, of once poſſeſſing them, are fit for all the Imprel: 
tions inthe World, and ſtick at nothing for the-gain- 
ing them. And then, if Poiloning, Stabbing, or cut- 
ting of Throats, be repreſented meritorious of Hea- 
ven,they will quickly had,or make an Opportunity, 
altho' the way lead to the paths of cercain Death, 
with Torments. And' that thele courtes have. been 
taken amongſt a hundred other Witneſles, the dark 
Contrivance of this Day, ſhall riſe in Judgment and 


attelt. 

Theſe are, I think, the chiet,though not the only Argu- 
ments that have all along influenced the Sons of Violence 
toour deſtruftion more or les, and always will, tilt God 
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ive them the grace to renounce the wicked Principles they 

uilded npon, and inſtruct them truly in the knowledg of 
Himſelf, and of our Lord and Saviour Jeſas Chrift. For 
without this mighty Operation of Goa's Spirit on their Un- 
derſtanding and their Wills, to think that they who never 
fail d of being cruel where they could with fatety, who 
never ſpar'd a Nation or a Country yet, will now, or a- 
ny time grow merciful and kind, 1s to hope the Ethiopian 
may change his Skin, and the Leopard his Spots, and they do 
good who are accuſtomed to do evil, 

Let us then (to conclude) be juſt to the Memory of ths 
Day, and keep it from the Fate of obſolete and antiquated 
things: It was of late endeavour'd to be langhed and frown - 
ed out of Countenance and Credit; and had not God in his 
All wiſe Diſpoſal of Afﬀeairs, mark'd it anew with a peculiar 
and moſt ſignal Providence,and made it memorable once a- 

ain,by bringing on it,to our Shoars our brave and generous 
| 26 to fave us from the ſame (thongh now more open 
and more manly) Enemies 3 this Day had, doubtleſs, by the 
imperious Sway of ſome, the vile andcriminal Compliance 
of others, and by the Acquieſcence and the cold Indifterence 
of the reſt, been wholly razed from out our Kalendar,and in 
alittle time denied as confidently by them all, as 1t has been 
of latter days by fome. But if ſuch matters of tact, ſo pub- 
lick and notorioutly atteſted, are to be disbelieved, and 
diſcredited ſo ſoon, that the Aſhes of our Foretathers, the 
deſigned Sacrifices of this Day, are ſcarcely cold in their 
Graves 3 what Faith (hall be given to thete Men's Fhſtories of 
palt,or preſent,or of times to come? Let ns then be juſt to the 
Mercies of God doubled this day upon our Heads, and grate- 
tully remember theſe Deliverances paſt, and ſtudy to walk 
worthily for the time to come; that we temprt him not by 
Infidelity, UnthankfnIneſs, or Wickedneſs, to deliver us 
over into the W1ll of our Adverfaries. Let nsbe juſt to 
our Religion, and that Knowledge of the Father and the 
Son, to which we have already attained, by the Light and 
Underſtanding of the Golpel.- Let us! have the Principles 
of Blood and Muſchiet in all che abaorrence and abomina- 
tion 
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tion inthe World, as becometh thoſe that profeſs the Goſpel 
of Chriſt. Let ns hinder them trom tak ing effect, by all the 
lawtul and the honeſt means allow'd us: Letus ſay of them 
and iheir Religion (as far as it is not Chriſtian) what dying 
Facob {aid of his two Sons, Si*zeor and Levi : Inſtrume:s 
of Crnelty are in their Habitations; O my Soul, coxie not thou 
into their Secret, unto their Aſſemily, nine Honour, be not theu 
united For in their Anger they fiay Men 5 and in their 
Self-will dig down Walls : Curſed be their Anger, for it is 
freree, and their Wrath, for it is crucl, Put let us withal 
put in pradtce all thoſe Lefjons of Peace, and-Love, and 
Gentlenels, of Mercy, and Compatiion, and Forgiveneſs, 
that our Religion urges and obliges to : Let us heap 
Coals of Fire and fervent Charity upon their Heads ; 
and let them ſee and know we are not more retorm- 
ed from the Corruptions of their Doctrines, and their 
Superſltitious Practices, than from thei Doctrines of 
11] Nature, and their Practices of Cruelty and Blood. 
We ſhall in vain pretend to diſtinguiſh our ſelves by 
Name and Party, it we change not Nature and Con- 
dition : we muſt not think to exclaim on their Un- 
charitableneſs and Ctuelty, to exerciſe our own. Tu- 
mults, and Rage, and Flierceneſ:, and Deſtruttion, are 
as innocent and Chriſtian in Ro977Þ Hands and Hearts, 
as they are 1n Proteſtants 3 and it may be fo much the 
more, by how much the leſs we pretend to them : and 
wretched are we it we condemn in them what we ap- 
prove, and what allow of in our ſ{clves. If then we woul4 
convince the World and them, that we know the Father 
and the Son as we ought to know, we mult purſue the 
things that make for Love, and Peace, and Unity. 
Which the God of Peace grant we may all of us do, for 
the Sake of him who came to Preach it to us: To 
whom, with the Blefied Spirit, beall Honour and Glory, 
Might and Dominion, now and for ever. : 
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